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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings,, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of the Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An obturator comprising: 

an elongate tubular member having a proximal end and a distal end, the distal end 
having a slot which extends proximally; 

a blade mounted within the slot at the distal end of the elongate tubular member; 

and 

an actuating mechanism having a distal end connected to a proximal end of the 
blade, and a proximal end operable from the proximal end of the elongate tubular member, the 
actuating mechanism further comprising a force biasing element, a rotary element, a retaining 
element, and a release, wherein a force applied to the release slideably rotates the rotary element 
to e ngage disengage t he release, causing the blade to advance beyond the slot and, when &e 
fesee a force is agam applied distallvt o the release, slideably rotates the rotary element to 
disengage from engage the release, causing the blade to retract into the slot. 

2. (Original) The obturator of claim 1, wherein the force biasing element is a 

spring. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The obturator of claim 1, wherein the actuating m e mb e r 
mechanism further comprises a finger-actuated button that is depressed to rotate the actuating 
mechanism to alternately engage and disengage the retaining element. 

4. (Original) The obturator of claim 1, further comprising an introducer 
comprising a second elongate tubular member having a proximal end, a distal end, and a lumen 
therebetween adapted to receive the obturator. 

5-12. (Canceled) 

13. (New) An obturator comprising: 

an elongate tubular member having a proximal end and a distal end, the distal end 
having a slot which extends proximally; 

a blade mounted within the slot at the distal end of the elongate tubular member; 

and 

an actuating mechanism having a distal end connected to a proximal end of the 
blade, and a proximal end operable from the proximal end of the elongate tubular member, the 
actuating mechanism further comprising a force biasing element, a rotary element, a retaining 
element, and a release, wherein a force applied to the release slideably rotates the rotary element 
from a position in which the rotary element and the release are engaged to a position where the 
release is disengaged from the rotary element, causing the blade to advance beyond the slot and, 
when the force is again applied to the release, slideably rotates the rotary element to engage the 
release, causing the blade to retract into the slot. 

rRl:\0573G8.2 -5 



PAGE 418 11 RCVD AT 9/7/2004 4:36:39 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/7 * DM1S:8729306 * CSID: 1 9492506885 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-00 



SEP. 7.2004 1:39PM EDWARDS LEGAL DEPT. 949-250-6885 NO. 2070 P. 5/8 

Patent US 21 1C1 
Edwards Ref: RMI-5734CON 
(formerly 267/177) 

14- (New) The obturator of claim 13, wherein the force biasing element is a spring. 

15. (New) The obturator of claim 13, wherein the actuating mechanism further 
comprises a finger-actuated button that is depressed to rotate the actuating mechaudsm to 
alternately engage and disengage the retaining element. 

16, (New) The obturator of claim 13, further comprising an introducer comprising a 
second elongate tubular member having a proximal end, a distal end, and a lumen therebetween 
adapted to receive the obturator. 
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